


The ‘high ground’ of the 
academy or the ‘swamp’
of the real world?

“What aspiring 
practitioners need most 
to learn, professional 
schools seem least able 
to teach.” (1987)

Has this landscape 
changed since then?
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“To meet other 
students/participants from various 
disciplines especially with some 

psychology and philosophy 
background. And to see what they 
think about research. Certainly it 
was interesting to see the view of 
the participants from Architecture 

school regarding research!”





“The material covered was 
diverse and applicable to all areas 
of research, whether engineering, 
science or scocial sciences. I also 
enjoyed the fact that the module 

encourages participants to 
consider aspects and principles of 

research practice that are not 
normally ditectly addressed in 

postgraduate study.”





“The litterature was very 
new to me... it pushed me to 
think and reflect which was 
all so new yet enriching to 

me and my professional 
life.”



The academic ‘high 
ground’ is also 
complex. Disciplinary 
affiliations and 
departmental identities 
create topography 
which needs to be 
navigated.



“It was difficult to get my head 
around the new teaching method 

(i.e you direct your own learning), 
I think this was the aim of the 

course - tough learning curve but 
worthwhile.”



“Improving critical thought and 
helping develop a more 

inquisative view of the purpose of 
research in general. It was also 
helpful to hear opinions from 

people studying in different fields 
of research.”




