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Experiential Learning AND
Professional Communities of Practice

Pharmacy UG Programme
• Core theory + practice modules

• Clinical training/ placements  (+ 
assessed reflective practice) 

• Specialisms (dissertation,                   
placements, research projects)

• Pre-registration training information  

‘ As students begin to engage 
with the discipline, as they move 
from exposure to experience,  
they begin to understand that ... 
different communities ... are 
quite distinct,... As they work in a 
particular community,  they start 
to understand both its 
particularities and what joining 
takes, how these involve 
language, practice, culture and a 
conceptual universe, not just 
mountains of facts.’

Lave & Wenger (1991:13)

Experiential Learning, Professional 
Communities of Practice, AND PDP

Pharmacy at Reading

• Professional Body requirements integrated 
into the degree course

• Also have CMS – a compulsory Part 2 course  
that provides students with advice on all 
aspects of planning their career 

• Now also need to prepare students for 
engagement in CPD

UG Skills Record

+ CPD 

Pre-registration 
training + CPD

‘CPD is mandatory for all practising 
pharmacists registered with the RPSGB from 
2009. You will be encouraged to record your 
learning in the format required by the RPSGB 
from the earliest possible opportunity in your 
undergraduate career’.Pharmacy at Reading

What is PDP + 
iLearn?

Info re school, 
personal tutor  

meetings , 
possible 

agendas etc 

Access 
Portfolio tool

Career 
Planning 
Portfolio 

iWork for 
Pharmacy
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Career Planning Portfolio for Pharmacy 

Slide show

Career Planning Portfolio for Pharmacy 

BB live
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Summary
Use PDP and PDP tools to 

bring together 

• Curriculum embedded 
professional skills 
development

• Careers advice/ planning

• Experiential learning 
opportunities

• Professional communities 
of practice + professional 
placement reflective 
assessments, 

Help students to 

� Keep better track of their 
experiences + reflective practice

� Appreciate how such 
experiences apply to their whole 
career 

� Discover what becoming 
professional means + why it is 
important 

� identify opportunities for 
acquiring + evidencing the 
qualities + attributes becoming 
professional requires

� make clearer connections 
between academic, work and 
extra-curricular activities 

Any Questions?

Any Suggestions?

For more information, contact 
n.langton@reading.ac.uk 

How would you
• integrate career development advice and professional 
disciplinary requirements with aspects of PDP (or vice versa) 

• use PDP portfolios to help student discover, record and reflect 
on what it means to be professional and how to acquire and 
evidence essential qualities and attributes 

Career Planning Support at Reading 

Includes

• Blended learning approach 

• Generation Y friendly 

• Tailored material 

• Co-delivery with academics

• Interactive 

• Encourages students to put 
themselves in the shoes of the 
employers

• Alumni sessions to tell 
students their stories

•

• Tailored assignments 
(summative and formative) 

• Use of diagnostic tools 

• Workshop menu to provide 
choice  

• Measuring impact – the 
journey travelled  
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Destinations 

Taught sessions

Assignments

The CMS module 

Blackboard 

iLearn Portfolio  - key enhancements

Built- in 
online help

iLearn Portfolio  - key enhancements

Instructions on 
how to use 
Blank template

Preview 
template
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iLearn Portfolio – online ILP

iLearn Portfolio - built in templates

iLearn Basic  Portfolio (using templates)


